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1 April 2019 and the date of the beneficiary's death. Scottish Government officials 
have worked with the Scottish Infected Blood Support Scheme (SIBSS) staff to 
finalise a short form for estates to apply for these backdated payments. 

3. With respect to the new £10,000 lump sum payment made on the death of a 

beneficiary to the bereaved partner of a beneficiary who has died or, if they did 

not have a partner, the deceased person's estate: 

a. Is this payment available only where the beneficiary has died since 1 April 

2017? If so, why? 

3.1 Yes. This decision was made by the UK Government on the basis that it 
includes all those whose relatives have died since SIBSS began operating on 1 April 
2017. 

b. Will it be necessary to show a link between the deceased beneficiary's death 

and their infection with either HIV or HCV, to qualify for the payment? 

c. If so, please set out the criteria, how it can be met, and the reasons for this 

policy. 

3.2 No. There will be no need to show a link between the deceased beneficiary's 
infection and their death to qualify for this new payment. 

4. With respect to the announcement that HIV lump sum payments are to be 

increased for existing infected beneficiaries who have received less than 

£80,500, is it correct that this payment will not be available to the partner or 

estate of any beneficiary who has died prior to 25 March 2021? If so, what is the 

reason for this? 

4.1 Yes this is correct. This was a decision made by the UK Government so they 
may be able to confirm the reason for this. 
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consultation processes and reviews which have been used to form the current 
support schemes, it is natural that there will be some ongoing differences. 
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Forum, to help ensure that their views about priority areas can be taken into account 
in any future discussions about parity between the four schemes. 

7. Will beneficiaries be able to make applications for discretionary one off 

grants? If so, what will the criteria be? 

7.1 Yes. One-off grants will continue to be available and the criteria for these remain 
unchanged'. 

7.2 The only change agreed with the other UK Health Departments is that, given the 
new £10,000 bereavement payment is particularly designed to cover the costs of 
funerals and associated expenses, SIBSS will no longer offer one-off grants to cover 
funeral costs in future. 

8. Will beneficiaries be able to make applications for child care payments? If so, 

what will the criteria be, and at what levels will the grants be paid? 

8.1 SIBSS does not provide additional grants specifically for beneficiaries with 
children. While this has been raised with DHSC as an area that could be considered 
in future discussions about parity and discretionary payments, DHSC has informed 
officials that the parity funding it will make available could not be used to fund 
discretionary payments such as this. 

9. To what extent will there be means testing in any element of the scheme? 

9.1 As previously, the only payments which are currently means tested are income 
top-up support and most one-off grants, although grants for counselling, for 
prescription pre-payment certificates or for costs of hepatitis c or HIV tests or 
treatment (for those living abroad and required to pay for this) are not subject to 
means testing. 

9.2 The Scottish Government aims to move away from means testing where 
possible. In particular, as a result of previous, and also the latest, increases in the 
level and eligibility for annual payments we do not expect that anyone will be 
claiming income top-up support in future. As noted under question 4 above, I would 
hope that there will be further discussions between the four nations' governments to 

1 Please see the guidance on Support and Assistance Grants on the SIBSS website at 
https://www.nss. nhs.scot/publications/sibss-guidance-and-forms-for-support-and-assistance-grants/ 
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consider the potential for greater parity between the four nations' schemes in relation 
to one-off grants. 
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Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

GRO-C 

Signed _._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._.. 

Dated 21/7/21 
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